HOW _AND WHY T WENT INTO THE FOREST SERVICE.

Thie iatr ocuction which is of no historical value «nc is pure=-
ly personal, is given just to show what the higher ujs, those
who uncertook to organize the forest servicea were u; against,
&l the beginning.

T was raised in a back-woods town in Northwestern Fennsylvania,

30 milee from & railrosd anu waes kejt several years in my fath
er's store, before T was ten years og age where he could watch

and care for me till T recovered from broken bones in an accice
nt., I hetec the cold and yearned for out-doors and Gecided s-
ven st thet sge, thet when T grew up T woulc move to & warm cii
mete anc live out-doors. T weanl to Pittsburg, where I won my
wa, Lo e goou financial position in the mercantile business as
a bu,erx-ffqr & cepertment in a wholesale store. After more thay
2' yeers, it dawned on me that, if T was going to & warm cli-
mate and live out side, T haa better be at it.

T took m, wife and two little caughters anc we lenced in Tucson
Arizoie, on February 3" 1903, lookin for & rench where I

miglt get into the cattle business. Afier sjencing more then a
syear looking, T found a ylace , bought a squatters right in
what wes aftersards m:ce a FORFST RFSFEVE.TL was callec ihe
Huachuca Forest Feserve., T settiled tlere 2::;73Q: 1904. The
following January, rains started anc we hud the wetlesl ihree
monthe Arizona ever saw. The bottiom land on my ciaim W8B unuer
water &nd hed been for wecks. One day, in March 1905, T saw &
man wading ecross ihe canyon, hanging onto fences and trees.

He hec & red bandanns handrerchief tied over his heac anc ecros

his forehead. He landed in front of me, introducec himself as
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T,.H.B.Xent; examining the area to ses if it shoulc be ceclarec
e forest reserve. T had never heard of a forest reserve. From w
what T gatherec from him T ceciced the reserve would be made, &

later, .n July 190%, went to Tucson, horseback, and took thne

examination for & forest ranger.

There were 23 in that class. Of ihem, 4 jassed and if they had
not had to have men, the; would all have been flunked. T was
one of the four, as was Fobert J. Selkirk, afterwards Forest
supervisor, located in Tucson.

Colonel McClure came from Silver City, N.M., to give the exemin
ation-

The questions were practical, =11 of them. Any jerson progerly
equipyed¢ should have answered them all, but none of us did. Ve
four got by on the skin of our teeth. One of the questions was
what is the compass variation al the place you are taking this

examination?! T enswered that T did not know it ever variec. If

.ou were going to meke a survey and did not know the variation,
hos would you go sbout findint 1@. I replied, " Ask some onexmk
who knew."™ later Cuert Du Bois told me he had passed on iLhose
pajers snd gave me credit for ans.ering them both, or I would
nol have passed.

Then we had & fielc test. Tt was a farce. "e hac to sadcle a
horse, ride hin afew hundred feet, take off the sacale anc jut

on & pair of leather hobbles connected with & chain, put on a
peck, tie the dismond hitch, shoot mark with a revolver end a

rifle, choy down a tree. Aftier spending ail the time allowed,
my tree had just about lost its bark &nd it lookeu as trough a
beaver had been there. T simply could not hit the same fplace
twice. A friendly me~ber of the class cut it down qu me or I

wou.c jeobably been there all night.[ uever cui uowa a iree

in the 16 years I was in the forest service.
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1 ENTFR THE FORFST SFRVICE.

T received my arpointment as an assistant Forest Ranger, Jan.
16" 1906, enc was instructed¢ to report to Thos. Meagher, For-
est Supervisor, in Tucson, which T cid. He gave me a budge a-
bout two inches square, heavy as boiler plate and & haichet

with U S on the jole and a leather sheath for it, for which I
eighned on the dotted line. The salary was #75,00 per month &

the equipment given was all T was to receive. Was tola to repof*’
to Armor Scholefield. Rosemont, in tre Santa Fila mountains.
The ranger station at Rosemont was a two room shack of rough
boards anc the furniture consistec of a rough board table. The
meteriel for ihe house was stolen from a squetter down on the
desert for which the fOovernment had afterwaraes Lo jey to keep
Yeagher out of trouble. Scholefield lived at his Father's ranch
several miles from Fosemont, so I was to have the castle to my-
gelf. Armor Scholefiflc wes & true pioneer in ihe Foresti Servicg,
He was capable, honest and energetic. "hile he never grasjec the
Object of the Torest Service, et he ¢ id his cuty. He was of the
cow boy type and hac yearn to be an officer of some kinc. te
wore Chaps., high heeled boots, a ten gellon hat with an or-
enge band on it &nd carriec a 45 six-ghooter and a 30-30 rifle &
wore a couble decked belt filled with cartriges, one row for each
Lun. He also carrieda pair of hand-cuffs and & rietta anc roce e
40 pound sadcle. Me spit through his front teeth anc pdayed a
mouth organ, but he could not either whistle or sing & tune, but
he could play any tune on ile harmonica. T rustlec an abanconec

heating stove from an old prospestor's camp, rut a stone uncer

one corner snd brought my bec and cookinf utensils from home, from
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where T also drew my suppies, 30 miles on & jack horse each
month, There was no water at the station and I got m; supply from
an abandoned miners shaft nearby, 1ill it got a skunk in it anc I
hed to rustle it farther on. The renger staition wus not tight on
the ground und there was a pack of jpuck-rats uncer it and they mde
ni_hts noisy packing emty cans around the house and tracing them
for something else when 1ihey gol stuck.

We had no stationery, no maps, no files ofcourse . Scholefielc hac
& hend compass, but no tripod, his personal [projerty. However he
“new how to work enc sel the vernier anc we could run a feirly googl
line, if it was clear a&no open. At first, all T cic was to tag a-
lomg end tag was just it, for he could ricde, had good horses and
knew where he was going, so I was mostly far behind and caught up
with him, sore and tired.

In a short time T have & vision of what was to come, a ver; feint
one at that. T knew that the old Mowry mine at Mowry, in ihe Pat-
ngonis mountains, which had fur-ished lead to the confecerates in
our civil war, was o;erating extensively anc was culiing cora

wood from public domain in that vicinity. The area woulc¢ be in-
cludeé in a new Forest Raserve, to be mace soon. As it was Pub-
lic domain ana not Torest land, T wrote to the Genaral Tanc of-

f ce te.ling whet they were doing anc was aszeC 10 go there and
meke & rerort. T left Rosemont Ranger station with my jack horse
for Mowry, leaving m; pack horse at my home, on the way, a dis-
tance of 35 miles. Vext day T rode to Yowry, going through xksxx

a part of the ares which hed been cut over by the mining company.
T™n the Yowry wesh, there was & great grove of black oaks, beauti-

ful trees, from 100 to 25) years old. They had been Polarced. All
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limbs and tors not more than eight inches in ¢ iemeter heving beey
cut and there were many Mexican choprers still working at it. They
had about 75 to 100 burros. T did not speak to any of them. Gould
not, not knowing their lingo, but went on through the cutting trea
or rart of it and on to Mowry. T called at the comjany's office &
mel Colonel Faloon, the general manager, told him whey T was af-
ter viz, to see how much he had cut and get him to sign a state-
ment and pay for it."e agreed that I was to scale the woou at ihe
emeller, and make my report stating that it was an inocedt itres-
Fass, making the charge per cord on that basis anc he would sign
the statement and send word to their attorney in Tucson, 1o make
payment, T scaled 3500 cords there anc at 254 per cord the a-
mount he agreed to pay was #87:.00. As there wes no wa, to tell
how much the, had previouely used T thought this the besi thing %
to do-

T tdok the signed etatement and went home, picked up my jach-
animal end some eats and returnsd to the Scholefield ranch be-

low Rosemont, to Armor. There was an inspector there, the forst

one of his species T hud ev-r seen+ I G0'nl remember his name but

he looked and acted like a college graduate without experieace.

T ¢id not hold that sgainst him- e was nice. Askec where I hac
been and why; who said T could go etc. I said nobod; tolc me I
could go. T did'nt neec to be told for I knew enough to do it.

Fe read the a _reement Colonel ¥aloon hac signec, macde wman; re-
marks ' nd asked many quesiions ofcourse, then said, well I'll

bet th L was the first time that ever heprened end that it will
never be done again. He left for Tucson, taking the agreement w th

him,

Some time later, T rode to Tucson, went to the office and the
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Inspectoy still there . Tt was july and a horseback ride 100 miles
across the desert is never taken at that time unless it is neces-
sary, 80 when he asked why T left my district without yermission,
T told him in simple langusge, like Bret Hart ddad anc that was
that,
He said myagreement with Faloorn was no good as Clingan, their at-
torney had said he wou.d not rey it, whoud stanc e law suit farst.
T said, give me that letter of transmittal and T'l11 me ke Clingen
pay it and be glad of the chance. T called on Clingan. Told him I
lied when T said it was an inndcent trespass, that Feloon wes no
fool. T hed figured the price at 25; but where the iresjuses wus
wilful, the price to be figured was the value or cost of the wood
el the place it wae founé. Colonel Fuloon tole me that it cost
them $9.00 per cord at the smelter and that u.nless he sent that
check up to the offige at once, a cashiers check too, that I
%oulc meke & new report anc figure it at nine dollars & cord.
The check was delivered within afew minutes. The check was mace
reynble to the Tiscel Ajent of the forest service. As the treepes
was not on forest land, the chec: was not used till after the
Huachuce Forest Faserve was proclaimec, Nov. 6" 1906,
Thatl yeur, the Fmpire cattle Co. asked for a permit tu greze
4500 cattle. They were allowed 2500, but never askec to remove
an, stock. We had something to learn about grezing.
"hen I lecrned thet the Huachuca feserve had been made, T asked
for a trausfer to that reserve, which was aprrovec, effective as
€00n as someone ceme to relieve me. Tn Necember 1607, R.J.Selkirk
came through on hie way to Palagonia where he pad been sent to
teke charge of the Huachuca reserve snd about Feb. 1" Jim "estfell
came to my station in a deey snow storm and relieved me of my

haetchet, bacge and hatchet sheath anc T was off for home after

sjending ay year in the Senta Fites -
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The stock men and others in the Santa Fita Keserve were not im-
pressec favorably with the idea of contirol, but were not unjleas-
ant about it.1he Huachuca reserve was inhabited with an entirely
different kind of men.

On my wa, home, T passed the pumping station on tne S.F.R.K.,
wrere Jim Barnstti, an old frienc of mine was the pumjer. He askec
if T was going nome to be a ranger and T saia I was. He said do'nt
¢o it. There were a number of caltlemen ant cowboys nere the other
Gay anc said that if you came here they would kill you. T said I
¢ic not think that would make much difference to the Forest re-
serve of the U,S8.0overment , that there would be many to take my
place. I reached home. My wife was elarmed sa,ing & woman in the
vicinity hac been there and told her they were going to kill

me, AL home was & leiter telling me to go to Faigzonia at once and
relieve ¥r, Selkirk. T left the next morning, having hac ihe place
T soughkt only over rnight. T felt quite discouraged as T hau left
my wi.fe and caughter alone for & year anu here T was off again.

T $unc “r, Selkirk with & room half full of equipment, files &
every kind af a form the forest service rad in stock, I think.
Selkirk left immediately a caballo for Tucson, to take Meagher's
rlece. Yeagher had been reevec at something written him, lockec
the office door anc went back to his tribe in Oklahoma without
notice.

Tell, there T was, an acting supervisor over & district of zbout

400,000 acres, most pf which T hac never seen and was only person
ully acqueinted with a few of the inkabitanis. T had no ex[erience
and no assislance other than the "Use Book™ most of which I did nofl

uncerstand. The Mowey Wines Co., wantec cordwood and [ sold it to

was one

them. Thile the limit of suek eales, without acvertisang
huméred dollars, that emount would not keep the smelter rumning
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but afew days, so, T made several seles &t onwe, anc in afew @
weeks hud sold seven or eight huncred dollars worih, wheu T dis-
covered T had no right to do that. I did not know what else to Go,
80 wired Washington for informaetion and got a reply to "meke class
A sules to care for the demand BUT hurry class "C" sale as quick-
1y es poesible”. I never heart of a class C before. In atew days I
received & letter from Tashington calling me down in no uncerisin
terms and ' decided that if they did not have betler administra-
tlon control T ¢id not crcre to stay put, so I sent in my resig-
nuztion. On receipt of it, they wired asking when T wulc leave and

T replied that T was not in & hurry; woula hold on till they got

someone to take charge. I was orcerec to move the office to No-
geles, which T did in April 1907. Thie location was 20 miles from
the  nearesl boundary of my baliwic. Mo wa; 1o lravel but oa a
horse. T locked the coffice and went to the fiela, coming back on-
ly when T had to. Couert NTu Bois turned ur in alfew moaths anc I
eccomp: niec him to have a see and make a class C sale. In ;re;arina
our itinary, T laid yut rides covering from 25 to 4J miles per
day wnich mede "u Bois roar. "hy said he, the rangess Ln the north
thin k nothing of ri€ing 65 to 75 miles caily. T seid the; must
hcve been BFE stung; thatl could rice as fer as anyone, but thet I
kac never seen the sun go down when the fellow with me was notxxxa
ready to get down, We roce 235 miles the first day, over the Fatu-
gonisa mountains,nmuc &« class C report; next cay about 25 miles to
the Oreen fattle Co,s ranch, wiere we had a date with the mansger
Frant Moson to have & look over their range. The next night we
were el their rounduj wagon, over in Mexico, reacting there at
sundown. Mu Bois dropped from his (orse anc laid down uncer & mes-
quite tree, while Sherme:. Finehart, the forman and I took tihe

h 8. 7
orses to ire remude. Then T relurned, TuBois was groaning ang
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he never was so tired in his life. Oh Yes, suys I , your camned
bluffs do'nt go with me my more. "u Bois was & nice fellow ana try
ing, but he hud no idea what he was trying to do for the nexti cay
we come 10 & squutters little boarc house. The owrer was absebi &
Bu Bois tacked & notice on his coor that his place hkac been taken
over by the Forest Service for & ranger station. BAH! Thougnt I,
e rode ( with ¥r, Moson) Lo the "BU" ranch at ihe base of the
Huachuca Mountains. T got cown while the other iwo st on iheir
horses. T went to the coor; a man came to mecet me. T explained
whe we were. e saild "excuse me a moment" and came vack wiilh a
30-30 over his arm. “e rode for sbout a half hour without & word
b ing spoken, when Nu Bois said " T wish Hall hed be n ihere. He
would be running yet. He sald to come out here and tell the in-
habitants what to do". 'pon our retura to Nogules, TuBois mece hid
rerort recomwending thet T be made Supervisor witn a salary of
81200.00 per year. T wrote "ashington to gel some one L0 leke my
place. Foscoe Tilson came anc assigned me 1o Canille as the first
Forest Fanger on the Muachuca Feserve, and business began to pici<
up from that moment for the ranger was an institution, the man t
to fight ana curse .nd wes he cussedlhey thought T was the cause
of it sll and saic so. Nuite naturally, stockmen who useG the rangy
grazed cattle anc fenced what and where they carec d ¢ not like
it. Some of then had come from Texas and New Vexico between sun-
cown and sunup, horse ihieves anc cattle rustlers s né some tin
lorn gemblers. T lefi my six shooter at home anc went on with my
work es ignorant a man as ever wore & badge. Co.cillons were in &
turmoil in the syring of 190", talks of having cailile removed &

it w as said the Torest Service would retein all ho,esteads etc.

‘bout that time T was oddered to go back to Nogales anc relieve
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Foscoe G. Wilson, who had been recalled to "ashington. On the trai~
with me, was Mux /xford, general mana er of the Greene Cattle Co.,
whom T had met once. T arrived al Nogales in the evening and Wil-
son lefi next morning early after giving me the keys to ihe office
which was locatied then in the Court house, where T went afder
breakfast. The firsi caller was Yax Axford, looking for the Super=-
visor, who was to come. When?! T ¢id not know. Wex would noi sit
down anc lookec mac clear through. "het wue the matter?! He saic
Tilson had notifled them that if they cid not rem.ve their cattle
he woulc round ihem up and Grive 4500 of tiem to the Babogu.viri
mountains, 75 miles or more, across the desert . I told him 1 was
ihe Supervisor for the time being and had all the authority of one
wiLle there and if he would sit down and we could go over the mat-
ter, he could not be more fair than I woulc be. He shec his over=-
coat, T callec for the record .n the files anc we went at it .

Yis company - their men- had torn out walering places, rijjec up
weler lipes, torn down windmills etc. Bad situation inceed. 4
said, tie e wae not going to be any such thing as atlemjiing to
drive their cattle; that their stalus woulc be gone over later and
a proper and fair settlement made. Me mgreed that the Comjan;'s m
men would replace all damaged watering places and we woulu start
over on & friendly basis. T went to lunch wit hum at Lully's, the
only Americen eating place on the American side of the borcer #
the m:otier was setiled =1l tu the good for us all. Thet night I

had a telephone meesage from "ill Barnee, al Fhoenix. "ho he was
T ¢id not *now. ¥ad never hearc of him. T met him et Lully's in

iLe evening and afier eating, we went to the office where we went
over the Greene uLettile case, which wes what he had come for, Aftsr
we hed finished, he ssid "™ I was sent here on ihis cese, tolc to

&0 to the rench and make a kersonal investigation, but I am not

£0 ng there. T shall rerort that we have 8 men on the gru.ng cap-
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able of caring for the situstion and T shall leave for Tashington

1 six tomorrow morning™. T wes honorec i¢ have the friencehiyp
©f Will Barnes dur.ng the rest of his life. Me visited us at the
rahch every time he came to the southwest during his iife. ¥rs
Fod.ers enjoyed him as muc: as T did and said he was the best
helper, for a man, in the kitchen, she had met.
T frettec ad?umed al the deley of someone to relieve me. Carec
for the work there anc mede frantic irips to my own cietrice to
cur: for matters there. Finally. W.H.B.Yent w:s sent to relieve
me again and M¥ FOR THE OUTDOORS AGATN.
The summer of 1908, 0.A.%aha and & Mr. Powers, an engineer, ceme
to my station. The Act of June 1l #&s the reason. I was mjjointed
& lanc examiner & d helpec them meke the first examiration of a
homestead uncer that Act. There were three rangers on three other
cistricte on thie reserve, but tley were all eliminatec and I was
furnished sc cellec assisients ad ygiven charge of lhe whole reservi,

T sa, so callec¢, but T really anc finally, had two real ones. Stan
ley Wilson anc Bill; Tougherty. As cepab.e and worihy fellows &s

ceoulc be had. ™e worked togetner heartily anc faithfully till
they were given more important places where brains and honesiy
were nescec. They both hole imjortant jositions in the adminis-
tration of the forest and are the best jossible men, in every

way.

.
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Tith ¥ent as Supervisor, we begen to meke some progress in adminis-
tration, but with it the antagonism incressed., Three times petitions
signed by the "genie” were sent Tashington asking for my dismisal. Tn
each cese, after an insrection, T was congratulaieciy the Forssier ana
given a raise in salary of one hundred dollars " for doing my culy uae
cer adverse conditions" was ihe Forester's comment.

Te begsn to try to find how many cattle were being grazec on the for-
est, which reisec the antegonism to & high pitch. Yent hac¢ the Huachu-
ce reserve attachec to the Tucson office, where Selkirk was the Super-
visor , and went to Yew Mexico . Selkirk and Kerr came to my vistirict
to try to help. Yerr?! He wes the most UNtalkitive man T heve ever met.
He had forgotien more about the cattle business than most stockmen can
ever learn N6 knew the grazing regulations absolutely. Xind, honest #
¢ nsikcerate always, but T often thought, when T hearc him give a de-
cision, thet he must sweat icicles. ¥err talkec not atall while I
ital%ed ell the time, so we got along wonderfully welli and were always
grest friends. "e had atl tne time many great characlers among the set-

lers nd one of them was Naddy Clark, an old patriarc, white hairec (
( of i1 wae w shed ) bright minded , witty anc honest to & fault. He

could neither reac or write, but could quote the bible from snc to
enc and beet any men T have knows swearing. Swear! He breathec it. He
tolc stories o} his experiences during hie childhoo¢ anc during the
civil war{ if it could be callec civil) . T smused Kerr by telling
him what a lovable yrofane character he was. One oz, , when we hac

f inished our work on the rsnge, rather early, ‘err said he wou.d be

glec to go and see my olc friend, so we went, as it was only a mile
off our line of travel. Pacdy was at home. Tt was late afternoon.

"hen we reached his house, & box boerd structure . Tacay brought out

chairs on the shady side of tle house for us. e had hearc we were

‘r,ing to count cattle and had come to me and said, when you want to

count mine, let me know the cay before sna T will shut them if wnen
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tiey come ic water, as they do every day. T tilc hi- it woulc not be
necessery for 1 tnew how many cettle he hsd &s well as he cic. Su, wks
when we set by hie house, he, being very friendl  startec ihe conver-
setion. Both ¥err und Selrirk were large men. Kent was a small men. Da
Paddy started blithely- “'r Selkirk, you ure & larger man then your pre
decessor? Selkirk suic YES. Mr. ¥err, is this your forst visit to this
sectisn? Yerr saic YPS. Taccy kept this up for sometime but finally
re- out of something to sey as he coulc not get amny hely foom either
of them. The silence becums oyressive an¢ to siir the olc man up, ¥
gaid, Dadcy, we have come to count your catile anc want you ito put
them in the correl so we can. The olc man'e eyes flashed and he saiu

" Rucger, you goddam sovn of & bitch, you know ehere them catile &re as

well 56 T do and if you waat to count them, go and gel ‘em”. I1 you

coulc have seen the ex;ression on ¥Yerr's fuce and hsard the laughnter
it would have cdome your heert good. I never saw Xerr aftier thet when h
e dl¢ not ask " how's your old friend".

Paddy was agreat frienc of our family, es;ecially of our two girls.
They attenced school in Tucson end each £xx summer whan they would com
home for the vacation, Daddy would spruce up. Put on his suncay-geto
meeldin' clothes, wash his long white heir end beard, con his clean
cowboy hat ano with kis native walking stick in his left hand, walk
over to spend iha afternoon with the girls, They hac a grest regarc
for him. He was most enteriaining, telling the best and mosi erigin-
al stories, all about himself end his experierces. The girls paic no

attention to his profanity for they knew he tnew not when he swore.

Pe was telling of his boyhood down in South Caroline-: f“eid nis Mother
mede him & shirt of cotlon grown on the pluce which she sjpun anc weve,
The shirt had no sleves, wes wide and on.y cume io hie kunees, ancg by

the wey, that was tre only clothes he had till efter ne wus ten. He

said the meniolks hi ¢ made a little clearing and he was sent in to
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stir the land, with an old blind mareifa ghovel plow with a heavy
coulter on the beam. The handles were a little high end he had to reach
uj forxthem which raised his sh‘rt a little., The coulter would cut a
root, the shovel plow bend it forwér$ and it woulad slap back and hit
him on the bere legs. He always aollowed ané¢ when he did the mare al-
ways stopped while he rubbed his shin and criea his tears. Once he
plowed up a bumbleP;:;est. A bee stung him and he yelled, the mare
storred with him standing just over the nest. He said" Mxi Rodgers,
them bumblebees just fogged up under that shirt and if T ever get
sent to hell for swearin' that's where I got my start, " I still re-
cret that T was never azble to hauve u dictarhone to carry under my
shirt to get whai T have heard these characlers say in their own
style and brogue. Cattle rustling was not legalized then, though
there was little said gbout it for everybody was doing it. Only when a
friendless chap got cuught was he taken to court. Most cases were set-
tied on the ground at ihe timﬁrand meny limes one man was f on
the ground when the case was closed., Oattle rustling was cown to &
fine art wilh some. A young man came here from the east anc went to
worz for cne of his kinfdlke. He coula throw a rope &s though he had
been born with one. He got himself a brand and soon his kin cegggg
him. He built himself a shack in the mountgins on his kinsmen's range.
He wo uld brand afew big calves ahun tnem over tne line into Mexico,

bring back efew belonging to9¥,big rancher along the border, shove

A

ihem inlend to another of his kin-folk' s rangeg leave them there anc
ar{—‘,uow s,

bring bzck afew of'm fig woulo/ go to see his sweet heart, across

the range and on the wey back bring afew of his prospective father-

in-lsw's big calves with him. it he make it pay? Afew years afteg}he

s0lé his bunch of 600 head. Nobody could prove anything/ano no one

tried. T have a great regard for that man. I tres assed him three

times and he palo,with a smile . T%Ot Ik touch W+ nim. We pboth
koew it.




